DISCIPLESHIP: BEGINNINGS!

AN INHERITANCE!
We all know that the word inherit simply means to receive ownership of the possessions of someone who has gone before us. This ownership only becomes a reality at a fixed period AFTER the death of the original owner, usually after the reading of a will, and the fulfilling of legal requirements, or at the attaining of a certain age or marital status.  
In our case the death has taken place on Calvary, the will has been made public in the scriptures, and the fixed period, after which we acquire full possession of our inheritance, will end when we come face to face with Jesus Christ himself, and are fully changed into his likeness, in all holiness and perfection. (1Cor.15:51-57, 1Jh.3:2)

In Rev.17:14 one of the titles which the glorified Jesus is given is, “Lord of lords and King of kings.”  And in Rev.22:5 we’re given the incredible hope; incredible to man’s way of thinking that is; that we will reign with him forever.

The guarantee of this inheritance is in our being “sealed” with the Holy Spirit.  Of course, like everything else in God’s Word, this is no light, theoretical thing, but is meant to be experienced every day, through his very definite leading, in every area of our lives.  

It should be self-evident, but for many it’s obviously not, that for him to lead us, we must be very willing to keep our eyes on him through prayerful reading of, and listening to the Word, and by being ready at all times, to follow his leading. (Rom.8:14-16. Eph.1:13-14)
In Col.3:23-24, we’re told we’ll receive this inheritance from the Lord, because we are serving the Lord Christ.  But are you and I really doing that? Today, very few people seem to have any real idea of what serving others is all about.  Sadly, this is also too true among those of us who claim to be followers of Jesus Christ, the Word of God.

We’re told, in 1Pet.2:21, that we are to follow in Christ’s footsteps; following the example he gave in Luk.2:51-52, and his command in Matt.11:29.

If we will walk in this way in the power and strength of his Spirit, then the Word says that we are qualified, and given the right, to share in this inheritance with all the saints. (Col.1:11-14)
Remember always, Jesus has gone before us to prepare a place for each one of his reborn, obedient brethren, in God’s kingdom.  What a hope for us to cherish! (Jh.14:2)
We read in 1Pet.1:3-4, that we have been reborn to this “living hope”, and to “an inheritance which is imperishable, undefiled and unfading, kept in heaven for us,” through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

But it is only those who walk in righteousness, guarding their tongues, despising the gain of oppression, refusing to take bribes; those who stop themselves from hearing or seeing God-less evil of any kind; and who deliberately choose to remember that “our God is a consuming fire,” and who do all by his mighty power, who are genuinely qualified to share in that inheritance. (Is.33:14-16, Heb.12:29)
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